Taking The Time to Reflect

United Tailoresses Society
United States 1825

In the early nineteenth-century women by no means humbly
accepted their lot without complaint despite the social restraints
placed on them. Long before the Suffrage Act granted them the

right to vote, women had been fighting for their rights on many
levels. Of great importance were their rights in the workplace.
Unfortunately, although the union movement had begun by
1820, labor activists typically ignored women and their plight. It
was not until they stood up for themselves that unions finally
took notice. One group that led the way in gaining public
recognition was the United Tailoresses Society of New York.
Protesting against unfair wages and deplorable conditions, the
Tailoresses brought to light the truth about the textile and
clothing industry. This act of bravery in the face of
overwhelming opposition would inspire working women for
decades to come.
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